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INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS’ DAY 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [9.07 pm]: It is a rare occasion that I can beat Hon Alison Xamon 
to make a member’s statement, and I welcome the call. 
I rise this evening to recognise that today is International Firefighters’ Day. The day observed on 4 May each year 
coincides with the feast of St Florian, the patron saint of firefighters. It is symbolised by the red and blue ribbon that 
I am wearing this evening, which represents two elements of firefighting, being fire and water, or, as firefighters 
refer to it more scientifically, putting the wet stuff on the red stuff. The day allows us to remember annually those 
volunteer and career firefighters who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. It also allows us to reflect 
on the courage, selflessness and commitment of our current and continuing firefighters in their lifesaving work. 
On Sunday, I joined with the Minister for Emergency Services, His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia, 
the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner, volunteer associations, unions, retired and serving firefighters, 
and the families and friends of those we have lost and those who continue to serve. As a former career firefighter 
and a volunteer firefighter, I have always made the effort on this day to pay my respects. This year it was my first 
public commitment as the shadow Minister for Emergency Services representing the Leader of the Opposition and 
the National and Liberal opposition. The service was cancelled last year due to COVID-19, and this year it was on 
shaky ground as we dealt with recent community transmission and the related restrictions. It was fortunate that 
this year the service was able to proceed. I encourage members who are not familiar with the day or the service 
that takes place in Kings Park to consider it on a future occasion. 

The Firefighters’ Memorial Grove, located in Kings Park, is a solemn but beautiful place. Opened in 2000, the 
memorial has a granite arc representing the base of a burnt tree and a 10-tonne rock in the shape of a flame. In more 
recent years, a life-sized bronze statue of two firefighters was commissioned and has been placed at the memorial. 

Most people would reasonably associate firefighting as a high-risk occasion and would expect that serious injury 
or death would ordinarily occur from traumatic events and physical injury. However, we are learning more as 
every year passes about the impact on firefighters of the consistent exposure to chemicals, smoke and other 
hazardous substances, as well as psychological injury and the impact that this has on mental health and wellbeing. 
Sadly, many of the names on the fallen firefighters’ honour roll in recent years can be associated with these risks 
and challenges. 

I want to quote now from the Fallen Firefighters’ Honour Roll, which was recited at Sunday’s service ahead of 
today’s International Firefighters’ Day. This is the honour roll of firefighters who have lost their lives in the line 
of duty in Western Australia. Firstly, from the Western Australian career fire and rescue service — 

… (William) Lingard … 

Donald Hunter … 
Arthur du Borlay … 

William … Murphy … 

Garry Miller … 
Colin Smith … 

Leo Leyland … 
Laurie Rose … 

Jake O’Callaghan … 

Gary Peat … 
Craig Brown … 

Ronald Wilson … 

Ian Oliver … 
Ian Ding … 

Lance Davey … 

Robert Reed … 
Todd Liddington … 

Shona McCulloch … 
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Gregory Nicolay … 
Grant Cowper … 

Mark Claffey … 

Maurie Parker … 
Kevin Corbey … 

Kim Maldon … 

Steve McDonald … 
Steven Watson … 

David Parkin … 

From the Western Australian volunteer fire and rescue service — 
Fredrick Maller … 

Charles White … 
Thomas Fry … 

Graham Ennor … 
John Wake … 

Glenn Hoffman …  

From the Bush Fire Service of Western Australia — 
Joseph Perks … 

Leslie Eyden … 
James Pound … 

Ernest White … 

Clifford Rogers … 
Edna McLaren … 

Colin McLean … 

Raymond Smith … 
Lionel Armstrong … 

John Giacomelli … 

Murray Pfennig … 
James Marshall … 

Luigi Scolari … 

Mervyn Ronan … 
Paul Robinson … 

Jim Lees … 

Colin Diprose … 
John Sobczyk … 

Richard Barrett-Lennard … 

Robert Sprigg … 
Craig Sandy … 

Charles … Baldock … 

Ronald McBride … 
Freddie Curnow … 

Ross Fenwick … 
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Lastly, from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions — 
Johan Hilliger … 

Robert Johnston … 

George McCorkhill … 
John Wiltshire-Butler … 

Bill Bellianczuk …  

Arthur Cleveland … 
Fred Jaeske … 

Louis Falcone … 

John Rate … 
Len Hughan … 

Wendy Bearfoot … 

May we never forget their names.  
If I could finish on this point in reciting, again, what was recited on Sunday at what was quite a moving and personal 
service—that is, the firefighter’s prayer. 
When sirens sound, when I respond, 
When urgency is there, 
I ask, O God, that You would he would heed 
A firefighter’s prayer… 
When I encounter any scene 
With smoke and flames in force, 
Help me to hear the faintest cry 
And then locate its source. 
Help me to work effectively 
Extinguishing the flames, 
Protecting lives and property 
Regardless of their names. 
Please keep me focussed on my task 
And help me to be brave, 
To give the very best in me 
To rescue and to save. 
And should it be, through circumstance, 
My life You cannot spare, 
Surround my family with Your love 
And keep them in Your care. 
Amen. 
Madam President, sadly, many of the names on that honour roll are people who I have worked with, I have known 
and they, indeed, came from my own local government area. May their memories and their names never be forgotten 
and may they rest in peace. 
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